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great mass of the patriarchal history, and for all of those stories that make 
Genesis one of the most delightful of books. What remains for the priestly 
writer is meagre enough ; the continuous thread of his narrative is no more 
than a string of names, dates, and other dry bones of history, mainly in 
systematic form under the standard heading : * These are the generations of 

'" (p. 417). " The supposed Mosaic ordinances, and the narratives 

that go with them, are unknown to the history and the prophets before Ezra ; 
they are unknown to the Deuteronomic writers, and they are unknown to the 
non-priestly parts of the Pentateuch, which Deuteronomy presupposes. And 
from this it follows with certainty that the priestly recasting of the origins of 
Israel is not history, but haggada ; solely for the purpose of legal and ethical 
instruction " (p. 420). In the middle books of the Pentateuch the analysis 
becomes more difficult ; in some passages it is even next to impossible to 
separate the constituent elements. There are, however, sufficient indications 
of dual authorship to satisfy the critic that all through the Hexateuch the old 
history consists of a two-fold thread (p. 424). The time and manner of the 
fusion of these documents was late, just about the time of the exile. 

These are just a hint at the contents of this full book. It displays prodi- 
gious research and work, and follows well in the line of the great leaders in 
biblical criticism. It is more moderate, however, than Kuenen and Well- 
hausen, in that an attempt is made to preserve inspiration and the super- 
natural. This labored strife often leads to statements of questionable 
conclusiveness and methods of more than doubtful logic. To assume a fact 
(p. 226, etc.), and then build on it as settled, and thereupon make dogmatic 
statements and formulate indisputable conclusions, are not the most successful 
methods of convincing the thinking man (cf. p. 61 note ; cf. p. 73 with 62 ; p. 
108 with 106). In following through Prof. Smith's hypotheses and arguments 
one is constantly asking, " How is that known?" (pp. 45, 46, 65, 92) " What 
is your authority for that?" " Is not that explaining away things, a process 
which you say has no place in biblical interpretation?" (cf. pp. 132-148 with 
p. 421). "What is the use of all the time apologizing for treating the 
Scriptures as any other book?" (pp. 18 seq., 233 seq.). It must be perfectly 
apparent to every reader that the work abounds with good suggestions and 
valuable hints for critical study, but the a priori method of settling difficulties, 
of analyzing narratives, contains in it too many elements of pure conjecture 
and too few certified and proven facts. The work is a valuable exponent of 
the present critical status of Old Testament research, and stands in the fore- 
front of those ranks. Price. 

Early Bibles in America. By Rev. John Wright, D.D., Rector of St. Paul's 
Church, St. Paul, Minnesota. New York : Thomas Whittaker, 2 and 3 
Bible House. Pp. 1-171. Price $1.50. 
In the title of this book, the word "America " is used in a restricted sense, 

the treatment including only those Bibles that were printed during the exist- 
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ence of the British American colonies and others that appeared after the colo- 
nies became the United States. The accounts given are biographic as well as 
bibliographic. 

Beginning with the Eliot Bible, prepared for the Indians (1654-1661), he 
takes up in succession the Saur Bible, printed at Germantown (1743), the 
Aitken Bible, printed in Philadelphia (1792), the first Douay Version, printed 
in 1790, the Thomas Bible (1791), the Collins Bible (1791), the first trans- 
lation of the Septuagint (1808), the first translation of the Peshito, Syriac 
version (185 1). Chapters are given also to (1) Curious versions, (2) Early 
Editions of the Greek Testament, (3) Various editions. 

In the appendices we have the dedication of the Eliot New Testament 
(1661), the dedication in the Eliot Bible of 1663, the list of owners of Eliot 
New Testaments and Bibles, the prices paid for Eliot New Testaments and 
Bibles, the list of owners of the Saur Bibles, list of owners of the Aitken 
Bibles ; the title pages of these various Bibles are given in fac simile. Cer- 
tainly no one interested in the history of the transmission of the Bible will fail 
to acquaint himself with the facts contained in this brief but accurate treat- 
ment. W. R. H. 

The Gospel of Paul. By Charles Carroll Everett, Professor of 
Theology in Harvard University, and Dean of the Harvard Divinity 
School. Boston and New York : Houghton, Mifflin and Company. 
Pp. xiii and 307. Price, $1.50. 
A new interpretation is here proposed of Paul's teaching on atonement. 
The traditional view' rests upon ail erroneous theory of sacrifice and an 
assumed authority of the church. A reexamination of the meaning of 
sacrifice finds nothing like the substitution of the victim for the offence as the 
bearer of penalty, either in the general forms of sacrifice or in the Hebrew. 
The church confessedly knew nothing of the vicarious suffering of penalty 
till the time of Anselm, 1000 A. D., and the traditional view was elaborated 
still later. The discussion by the theologians has been based thus far on 
theoretical considerations and not on what Paul actually said. On the 
assumption that abstract and figurative statements are to be explained by the 
more concrete and definite, the key to the discussion is found in Gal. 3:13. 
The curse which Christ bore for men was the ceremonial pollution which fell 
upon him as one crucified. Association with him through faith similarly 
pollutes the believer. Christ and his followers are thus made outcasts by the 
application to them of the law itself. The immediate effect of this, accord- 
ing to Gal. 2 : 19 and 20, is that the Christian is freed from the law, "dead to 
•it." He is as one excommunicated, Heb. 13 : 10-13. The secondary effect of 
this pollution is that sins against the law and the condemnation for them also 
pass away, as suggested in Col. 2 : 13-14. The apostle resolutely becomes an 
exile with Christ from Judaism; and then discovers to his surprise and 
delight that he has entered into a new life of liberty. The Gentiles share 



